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intellectually by her husband; he being wholly contained
emotionally by his wife. One can describe this as the problem
of the ' contained' and the * container '.
The one who is contained feels himself to be living
essentially entirely within the limits of the marriage; his
attitude to the marriage-partner is undivided; outside the
marriage there exist no essential obligations and no binding
interests. The unpleasant side of this otherwise ' ideal'
situation consists in his disquieting dependence on a person-
ality that is somewhat incomprehensible and therefore not
wholly to be trusted in or relied upon. But he has the
advantage of thereby maintaining his own unity—a factor
not to be undervalued in psychic economy!
The one who contains the other—that one who in accord-
ance with his tendency to dissociation has an especial need
of unifying himself 'in an undivided love for another, will
be outstripped in this effort, which is naturally very difficult
for him, by the simpler personality. While he is seeking
in the latter all the subtleties and complexities that might
meet his own facets and correspond to them, he is disturbing
the simplicity of the other. Since under all ordinary circum-
stances simplicity has the advantage over complexity, he
is soon forced to give up his efforts to induce subtle and
problematical reactions in a simpler nature. Soon also his
partner, who in accordance with this simpler nature seeks
simple answers in him, will give him enough to do. She
will constellate his complexities, as it is technically expressed,
by just that expectation of simple answers. He must draw
back into himself, whether he will or no, before the persuasive
poorer of simplicity. Mental processes, or consciousness
in general, involve such an effort for mankind, that simplicity
is given the preference under all circumstances, even when
it does not at all correspond to the truth. But when it
represents at least a half-truth, one is, so to speak, delivered
up to it. The simpler nature affects the complicated one like
a room that is too small, not allowing him enough space.

